Cutaneous responses to histamine, compound 48/80 and codeine in patients with hyperthyroidism.
The regulatory effects of various endocrine factors on allergic processes have been widely studied. The clinical importance of hyperthyroidism in asthma and in chronic urticaria has been demonstrated in several cases. These observations may be attributed to modulatory effects of thyroid hormones on mast cell releasability and/or on other target organs as blood vessels. To evaluate the effects of thyroid hormones on mast cell releasability and on the cutaneous vasculature, we analyzed the wheal and flare response to compound 48/80, to codeine, and to histamine in patients with hyperthyroidism and in a control group. No significant difference was found between the two groups. We could not demonstrate any in vivo effect of the thyrotoxic state on the cutaneous response to these substances.